Immunoreactive substance P in human saliva. A possible marker of chronic pain.
In all patients and volunteers, the levels of immunoreactive SP measured in saliva were about 100 times higher than the levels measured in plasma. SP per mg protein was consistently lower in both plasma and saliva of chronic pain patients than in healthy volunteers. These findings suggest that a simple noninvasive objective method of determining SP in saliva may become useful in the evaluation and treatment of chronic pain.